
October 2, 2018 
  

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners  
 
Chairman Bommersbach called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners were in 
attendance.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Auditor/Treasurer Hanson had an 
addition to the agenda, as well as Commissioner Redland and Commissioner Hall.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion 
to adopt the agenda as submitted.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach asked if everyone had the opportunity to read the proposed minutes of the September 20th 
meeting.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 20th meeting as presented.  
Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 9:20 a.m. Chairman Bommersbach asked the representatives from Northern Dental Access Center to give their 
presentation to the board as they had arrived an hour early, having mixed up the time they were to be on the agenda.  
Jeanne Edevold Larson, Executive Director, Scott Turn, Board Treasurer, and Courtni Bertram, Patient Support Services 
Coordinator were in attendance.  Ms. Larson presented the board with information regarding the current Northern Dental 
Access Center in Bemidji, MN and shared their plan for expansion with a satellite clinic in the former Dr. Joy’s Dental Clinic 
in Halstad.  Ms. Larson shared that they primarily serve individuals who are on Medicaid or MN Care who would not be able 
to receive dental care in the private market.  Northern Dental intends to close on the Halstad property at the end of this 
week and hopes to be able to be operating on a limited basis in mid December, with full operation by January 1, 2019.   
 
At 9:40 a.m. Sarah Kjono, NMPH, addressed the board with regard to the grant they had applied for last spring for a 
portable prescription drop box.  Sarah shared that they had received the grant through Shock & Awe in the amount of 
$1,358.00 and they would be purchasing the portable drop box which would allow them to make it easier for county 
residents to drop off unused prescriptions at local health fair events, etc.  Discussion ensued regarding flu shots, Ms. Kjono 
offered to give board members their flu shots before the next regularly scheduled board meeting, October 18th.   
 
At 9:45 a.m. Garry Johanson, Environmental Service Officer, addressed the board with information regarding the 2019 
Septic Treatment Systems Grant through the MN Board of Water & Soil Resources.  Norman County has been awarded a 
grant in the amount of $18,600 which is a part of the Natural Resources Block Grant.  Commissioner Redland made a 
motion to accept the SSTS Grant for 2019.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  
 
Next on Garry’s agenda was information on the 2018 Emergency Management Performance Grant (EMPG) thru the MN 
Dept of Public Safety, Homeland Security & Emergency Management Division.  Garry noted the county had been awarded a 
grant agreement in the amount of $15,983 with a matching requirement of $15,983.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to 
approve the EMPG agreement.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion which carried unanimously.   
 
Mr. Johanson also reminded the board that he would be attending the MCPZA Conference October 10th to 12th at Chaska.   
 
At 10:00 a.m. Chairman Bommersbach called for a short break.   
 
At 10:10 a.m. Jerilyn Swenson, Norman County Engineer, presented her agenda.  Ms. Swenson brought before the board a 
resolution and Detour Agreement with the State of Minnesota, Department of Transportation for Trunk Hwy 32 detour.  
MnDOT is planning to replace a box culvert north of the Heiberg Dam in 2019 and requesting to utilize CSAH 27 and CSAH 2 
as the detour route for TH 32 traffic for a duration of 48 days, between July 15 and August 31, 2019.  The payment to the 
county for the estimated road life consumed during this detour is $3,222.30.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to 
approve MnDOT Contract No 1032073 for the Trunk Highway 32 Detour.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and 
all voted in favor.   
 
Ms. Swenson then gave a construction update, stating the shouldering work is complete for CSAH 12, CSAH 27, CSAH 40 
and CSAH 64.  Sign replacement, mailbox support replacement, striping and stop bar rumbles will hopefully be completed 
this week.  Jerilyn also handed out information on the Rails to Trails Program and Rail banking and discussed the fact that 
Minnesota Northern Railroad, Inc has filed for abandonment of 5.8 miles of track between Nielsville and Shelly in Polk and 
Norman Counties.  Discussion ensued on whether this is the same rail line that is located in the City of Shelly which is 
involved in the County Road 3 project and Ms. Swenson clarified that it was, and this would make it easier to deal with the 
railroad as far as that project is concerned.   
 
The fall road tour was scheduled for Monday, November 5th beginning at 9:00 a.m. and hopefully concluding by 2:00 p.m.   
Jerilyn reminded commissioners that she would be on a much needed vacation the week of October 15th.      
 
Commissioner Hall updated the board that she has been working with Camille Bessler in Court Administration and Jeremy 
Erickson of Budget Blinds to see whether installing some window treatments in the court room might help the sound issue 
in the court room.  She will get additional information soon and keep the board informed.   
 
Commissioner Redland updated the board on the status of Counties Providing Technology and the meetings he has 
attended.  Nathan stated that a purchase agreement with Computer Professionals Unlimited, Inc. was to be signed on 
September 28, 2018, to be effective October 1, 2018.  He also noted that Chad Swanson of CPUI had agreed to stay on as a 
consultant for at least six months.   
 



At 10:37 a.m. County Attorney James Brue entered the meeting and addressed the board with regard to the remodel in the 
space in the basement that will be the future location of the County Attorney’s Office as well as Norman-Mahnomen Public 
Health.  He noted that he and Sarah Kjono, Director of NMPH, had drafted an ad and it would be in this week’s copy of the 
Norman County Index and Twin Valley Times.  He also noted that he and Sarah would be working on a job description for 
the shared secretarial position for their offices.   Commissioner Hall brought forward discussion on additional changes that 
would be needed in the current Public Health space for future use by the Sheriff’s Dept.  Attorney Brue also noted that he 
had communication from Camille Bessler on the shared space between Galen Cariveau, HR, and herself and the 9th District 
said no to that idea.  He anticipates some limited changes to the small Law Library to make an office for Human Resources.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach asked if everyone had the opportunity to review the bills.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to 
approve the bills as presented:   
 
Revenue - $ 50,279.73   Road & Bridge - $ 119,290.73  County Building - $ 4,565.00 
County EDA - $ 1,166.50   Public Health - $ 2,489.01   Solid Waste - $ 16,403.43 
County Homes - $ 180.00    TOTAL:  $ 194,374.40  
 
Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and the motion unanimously carried.   
 
At 10:50 a.m. Galen Cariveau, Human Resources, addressed the board regarding the first portion of the Personnel Policy.  
The board did make some recommendations for changes to the first half of the policy and asked Mr. Cariveau to get on the 
agenda for the next board meeting to review the 2nd portion of the policy.   
 
David Stene, CFO, entered the meeting at approximately 11:40 a.m. and informed the board that he and Mr. Cariveau have 
been looking at an Open Enrollment Fair to have employees meet with vendors for health insurance options, dental and 
vision insurance options and retirement planning options.  They are planning on this being held at the Ada Event Center on 
October 23rd.  There was some discussion on how this was going to work and if this would be on employee time or county 
time, and how departments were going to function during this time.   
 
Seeing there was no further business before the board, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adjourn the meeting, 
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion, all voted in favor and at 11:53 a.m. Chairman Bommersbach adjourned the 
meeting.   
 
 
 
______________________________________________  _________________________________________ 
Steven Bommersbach, Chairman     Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer   


